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The Flying

Saucer Mystery

(By MARK McDONALD)

One fatefulday duringthe
lazy American summerof 1947
an Army airfielddeepin the
heartof Kentucky was sudden-.

ly
alerted! Radarscreenshad

pickedup a signalcorrespond-

ing at
incrediblespeedtoward

the field!The signalwas baf-
fling,for the

airfield

was no-
wherenear the normalcommer-
cialair routesandno Air Force

planeswerein the
vicinity!

All

while radar technicianswatch-
ed the tinysignalmoveacross

the screentowardthe field!

As the pilots waited in their

planesfor the
intruder

to ap-
pear,the tensiongrewwith
everysecond! Perhapsthiswas
to be the sparkthat wouldset
off the thirdworldwar; per-
hapsit was somesuperRus-
sian jet carrying some horrible

weaponfor the
destruction

of
the UnitedStates! Perhaps this
was it! .

Suddenlyfromthe westit
appeared!The pilotsturned
theireyes skywardas it shot
overhead!

It was a disc!Blue
creyin colour,it

travelled

soundlessly,

and left no va-
pour trail!

CaptainThomas Mantelj, a
fighterpilotwiththe U.S.Air
force,swunghis planeon to
the

airstrip
and rolled forward.

Soonhe was
airborne,

and with
throttlewide open he roared

in pursuitof the strangecraft!

A few minuteslaterhis first

radioreportwas
received;

he
had sighted the

stranger,

and
was in fast pursuit, gainingrap-
idly!

''I'mcloser now,'' he saidat

last''I can see it quite plain-

ly; It'smadeof metal,and
it's a

tremendous size!''

Mantellwenton to report

hisspeed,andthathe wasnow
climbing.

At 15,000feethis
speedwas

approximately

350
milesan hour,and he was dir-
ectlybelowthe object. Man-
tell'svoicebrokethrough the
screamingatmospherics again,
''Iam goingin fora better

look!'' Suddenly the radiofell
silent, Mantell did not

reestab-

lish
contact.

Theyfoundhis
planescattered [over]milesof the
Kentucky countryside! Man-
tell remainsthe firstand last
manto chasea

flying, saucer!

. All this happened

in 1947,

when saucerreports were at
theirpeak,sincethen hundreds

thousands,while reportsthat
once came from U.S.A.only,
now coverthe entireglobe!
Since1947a Flying Saucer In-
vestigationCommitteehas been
setup in theUnitedStatesto
dealwiththe floodof reports

thatdelugeArmy,Navy,Air
orce and Government authori-ties!

Fiyingsaucerreportsare not
exclusive

to thiscrazypostwar
world,forevenas farbackas
1882 an English astronomer

E.
WaltherMaunderreported, "a
strangecelestial visitor."OnNovember17, 1882,Maunder
was watching an auroradie,
aftera violent magnetic storm.
Suddenly

''A greatcircular
disk

of
greenish lightappeared

in
the E.N.E.Smoothlyit moved
from horizon to horizon, tak-
ine abouttwo minutesin tran-
sit!It'sroundinitial appear-

ancewas
probably

due to fore
shortening,'' Maundercontin-
ued,''whenit crossedthe me-
ridianand passed, just above
the moon,its formwas almost

of an
elongated ellipse. Various

observers spokeof it as, cigar
shaped,likea

torpedo,

or a
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spindle
or

shuttle!'' ''Itsheight

was
estimated

as 133 miles,its
tpeedas 10 milesper second,

much slowerthan the average

of
bolides.' (Bolides are giant

meteoric chunksof stoneor nic-
kel-iron whose speeds have
beenclocked

as highas 50 miles

per second). Maundersac-
countof his

''celestial visitor,''

certainly resembles reportsof
more recentyears.The next
reporton recordcomesfrom
American newspapers in 1897.
Latein Marchof thatyear
U.S.

newspapers
from coastto

coastgave
front-pagespaceto

a huge,
cigar-shaped''air-ship

supposed
to be

cruising around
Chicago.Then from

California

came the
description

of a
''cigar-shaped

object,with no
motive power, certainly notsteam;'' it was firstreported

from Sacremento,then Denver.
Colorado.

On March29, ac
cording

to the New YorkHer
ald,the sameobjectwa.sseen
'by a

majority

of the
residents

oi Omaha,Nebraska.'

'It was
theshapeof a

brightlight,too
big for a

balloon.'

The New
York Sun statedthat Kansas

City trolley cars stopped, and
soon the wholepopulationwas
watching

it fromthe streetand
roof-tops. 'The light,the
newspaper went on was, as
greatas that produced by

Storiespouredintothe Chi
cago Tribune. 'Reputable ci
tizens(of Eldora, Iowa)say
they observed the gigantic air
ship.One man saidit resemb

led an immensebirdof
polished

silver.'In Milwaukee 'thous-
andsof peoplesawit.Thema
chinefloatedoverthe cityun
til it reacheddirectlyoverthe
cityhall,whereit stoppedfor
quite a

considerable
time.

Some witnesses claimed, 'the
lightwas

suspended

from a
large,dark,oval shapedbody.'

Anotherreportcame from

the Britishbarque'Ladyof the
Lake'in 1870.Just before
nightfall

on March,22, 1870,
the vesselwas movingin mid
Atlantic,

a few degreesoverthe
equator, when CaptainFreder

ickBannerandthecrew^ob-
serveda eurioui cloud,light
greyin colour, circularin form
and

transparent,-

but distinctly

defined. It came up obliquely

tgainstthe wind,turnedat a
rightangleintothe -teethoj
the wind,and 'finally settled

downrightin the wind'seye'
beforeit was lost,in

darkness.

An extractfrom the ship'slog
laterpublished

in the 'Quar-
terlyJournalof the BoyalMe
teorological Society,'.repro
duced the Captain's sketch.
Strangely enough the sketch
bears startling resemblanceto
the saucerdrawings wide by

supposed witnesses

in the Unit
ed States in recent years.

The finalreportscome from
an American navalLt., Frank
Schofield

who reported the af
fairof threemeteorssightedon
February 28, 1904.He claim

had the areaof about six suns,

was egg shaped. The smaller

seemed round.They appeared

to be
travelling

in
echelon,

and
so

continued

as longas in sight.

The subsequent flight away
from the surface appearmost
vemarkable.' The other report
came from Canada, acrosspart
of the United Statesto Ber
muda.Rightacrossthis area,
people reported sighting flights
of 'furnace-red bodies'which
emergedfromthe horizonin V
^pmofi/in tnnlr a nprfeptlv

horizontal path, and 'simply
disappearedin the distance.'

It was later reported, 'many
observers compared them with
a fleetof airshipswith lights

on eitherside and forewardand
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aft; otherslikened them tu
great battleshipsattended by
cruisers and destroyers.' In
1 932 aftermany yearsresearch

into strange reports Charles H.
Fort concluded that super
creatures from somewhere in

.spacehave been visiting our
Earth for centuries. Whether
liistheoryis right or not the
old reports he

investigated

cer
tainlyresemble the stories we
read in our newspapersfrom
day to day.

Todaythe term 'flyingsau
cer' has been acceptedas a
partof

everyday life,yetit still

has not been
scientifically

prov
ed or execpted! Numerous
theories have been presented,

but none have been satisfac

tory. U.S. Naval authorities

claimed they were weather bal
loons used to determine long

were firmly convinced they
were Russian or American jet
planes.An American journa
list even wrotea book,in
which he made the startling

statementsthat he knew what

theywere,and theirorigin!He
then went on to tell his story

of how these fantastic ^objects

came from outer space,control

led by 'super bee's,'antsand
other insects with brainsfar
ruperior to humanbeings! Al
though generallyconsideredun- ;
foundedbunk,his theories were j
nevertheless quite interesting!:

At varioustimes newspapers

have publishedactualphoto-1
graphsof flyingsaucers, the
best comingfrom Brazil, where
two newspaper reporters snw'
and

photographed

a flyingdisc|
over the remote districtof Ilha
dos Amores. Another group of
photographs

came from a six

This seriesof
photographs

re-;
vealedthe

mysterioussaucerin ,
very different circumstances;,

'thistime therewas an entire

flightof saucersall flyingin

perfectformation. They ap
pearedon the filmas so many
smalllightsspeeding acrossthe
sky in a

geometrical formation.

The youthsaidhe had taken
the stillsfrom his backyardlate
one night.He also claimedthey
made quite regularappearances

at night. Observers were
promptedto keep a nightlong
vigil withthe lad.Trueto his
word the lightsdid appear,and
none fit the watchencouldex
plain them adequately!

Saucerreportsare not re
stricted to the UnitedStates,
thev have been sichtedin Can

ada, England, France,Germany,
Italy,Brazil, South'Africaand
even Australia 1 Most of the
reports received have been sim
ilar in their

description,
even

to smalldetailswitheldby au
thorities appeared in many new
reports1 Lastyearthe very
conservative R.A.F. released
an accountof two jet pilotswho
sighteda flying sauceroverthe
North Sea. Both pilotsgave
chase to the saucerbut it shot

away from them at such a
speed thntit leftthe two pilots

In their Vampire jets hanging

in spaceas if
stationary!

In
Australia, airlinepilotson

the routine flightto Brisbane

reported seeinga strangeair
craft, 'shapedlikea cigar.'Inl

Sydney,11
ex-servicemen

and
1 7 otherpe'oplereportedseeing

'a luminous cigar-shaped air
craft,' over the Northern sub
urbssoonafter 6 p.m., May 6,
1962. Recently' reportsof
strangeobjects'shapedlike
t:gars' have been received from
Wahroonga and Taree.An en.
gineerfami)iar to jet aircraft

sightedthe Wahroonga mystery
at 6.10p.m.on July16. He
said, 'the objectwas travelling

in a
straight

linefromwestto
past, and disappearedsea
ward.The yellowlightit car
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lied was three or four times as
big'asthatof a jet

exhaust

at
such an

altitude,
and the speed

of the objectwas aboutthree
or four timesthat of af'jet,'

the engineerconcluded.

. A Taree reporton tne same

day claimed residents saw a
cigar-shaped object travelling at
a 'terrific speed'just before
dusk. Both these reports baf
fled R.A.A.F. experts who said
that all jet aircraftwere out
of theskyby 4 p.m.!,
Residentsof Batlow (N.S.W.)

reported sighting. balloonlike,
spinning objectswhich were
luminous anfl appeared seven
timesbetweenMay 18 and July
6 of this year.The objects

werehighin the sky,and plow
fcd red as theymoved

backwards

and forwards at high speed!
These reports bring the flying
saucermystery very close to
home,indeed!»

In 1952,two
scientists

at a
Governmentresearch station
at Malvern Hills,England, re
portedseeing'a strange circu
lar objectwitha halo,'about

1.30a.m.,May 9. Theysaid
it was about2,500feet above
the earth!

In
Washington

on July 29,
1962,civilaviation radarop
eratorsreported mysterious ob

jects— up to twelveat once—
on radarscreensin the early
hours of the morning. They
appeared to be travellingfrom
90 to 150 miles an hour. Thcr
was no official explanation.

Now hereis how two
reliable

American airlinepilots,Captain
Clarence S. Chilesand Pilot
John B. Whitted, described

their encounter with a flying
saucer. They were flyingover
Montgomery,Alabama. It was
1.46in the morning— a bright

moonlit,night with scattered

clouds. 'Suddenly,'reports
CaptainChiles,'a brilliant

fast-movingobject appeared
overhead. It flashed down to

ward us. We veeredto the
left.It veered sharplytoo. It
passedabout700 feetaboveus.
The thingwas abouta hund
ied feet long,

cigar-shaped

and
wingless.

It was as brightas a

was red-orange,flanfing. An
intenseglowcamefromthe side
edgeand ran downthe entire

lengthof the
fuselage

— likea
fluorescentfactorylight. The
thingzoomedintothe cloudsat
incrediblespeed.Its jet wash
(from its rear flames) rocked

our DouglasDC-3 airliner.'

That was CaptainChiles'and
Pilot Whitted's signed state
ment. They were 'utterly re
liablemen,' said Captain Ed
die Rickenbackcr.

1962was a yearof
constant

eaucerreports, one of which
came from a scoutmaster,Mr.
S. J.

Desvergers
of West Palm

Beach, Florida, U.S.A. Des
vergers investigated flashing
lightson the edgeof the Flori

foundan object10 feet high,
30 feet wide,shapedlike a
rubberball. As he

approached,

lhe objectshot'a ballof fire
at him,'singinghis hair!Scouts

with Desvergerssaid they saw
him fall down aftera

'reddish-

white ballof fire, likea Roman

candlecame down from the
fky!'

Desvergerssaid later, that
he and high ranking Washing

ton officials were
'substantial-

ly' in
agreement

on what the
objectwas, but he refusedto
say more!

The most amusingreportof
ihem all came from Racine.

Wisconsin, U.S.A. The local
Journal-Times

of that town re
portedthat a Racineman told
the storyof a 'mammothspace

hip'whichdidHotlandon
his farm.In an

interview

with
a

reporter
the

eyewitness

gavei
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the followingaccount: I goti
out of bed and raisedthe win

od on me thatI
couldn't

hearor
tee a thing unusual outside.

\
Therewas no

ear-splitting

crash|
nor any

blindingflashof light,

looking towardthe NorthI
inuldsee no signof a

circular

thapedspaceshipabout60 feel
in

diameter.

It wouldhavebeen
about14 feethigh,I

figure,
if

1 had seenit!
Pullingthe shade down'

quickly, I climbed back into
bed.I couldsee rightoff thai
iio one wouldbelieveme, any
how,so I'mnotgoingto tella
l:\rino*nniil nnvr.hin? about it!

Whiletheseand similarre
portscontinue

to pourin from
all overthe world,thereis still

no really tangibleproofof their
existence. Nothinghas been
scientificallyproved, although
'flyingsaucers'have been
scientificallyconsideredfor
eight years at least.

The most important contri
butiontowardfinalproofof
theirexistence

are the photo
jn-aphs takenby two newspaper

reporters

in the Ilhados Amores
-!istrict

of Brazil.The two men,
Ed Keffeland Joao Martins

were doingan
illustrated

fea
turefor theirpaper'O Cru
seio'in May 1962.It was
about4 o'clockin the after

noon when a strange aircraft

shotintoviewfrom behinda
hill.One of the men auto
matically liftedhis cameraanil
tooka

picture.Bothmen re
alisedthat was no ordinaryair
craft;in the first placeit was
a disc! Completely forgetting

the original assignment,the
officein Rio dc

Janeiro
and de

velopedtheir film. Brazilian

and American experts were call
ed in to examinethe prints.

They couldofferno explana

tion,but theywere
convinced

that the pictures were authen

that the pictures were authen

tic! The U.S. Military Attache

in Washington,ColonelHughes
-vas amongthe firstto examine

the
precious pictures,

and at his
request, copieswere sent toWashington! Keffeland Mar
t'nssaidthe strangecraftwas
about3,000feetup, and twice

the sizeof a DouglasDC-3
transport plane.

Flyingtowardthem,the ob
ject lookedlike an ordinary

planehead-on, but flyingside
ways.At one pointin its
brief

appearance,

the craftap
pearedto slowdownand drop
a little.As it bankedthe
uatchershad a briefglimpseof
& domeon top, smooth contour'

end terrihespeea:

The picturestakenby Keffel

xnd Martins were proven au
thentic, the

negatives
had not

been tampered with,and were
vouchedfor by air the experts

v. ho saw them. Alsothe saucer

:n the pictures was
identitcal

to
eye-witness accounts of them

from different partsof the
world.

(The concludingportionoi
this articlein whichMr. Mc
Donaldsums up the question

of whether, flyingsaucers exist
willbe

published

in next issue).


