The Flying
Saucer Mystery

(Ry MARK McDONALD)

" One fl#ful day during the '

lazy American summer ol 1947
an Army airfield deep in the
heart of Kentucky was sudden-
ly alerted! Radar screens had
picked up a signal correspond-
ing to that of an aircraft mov-
ing at incredible speed toward
the field! The signal was baf-
fling, for the airficld was no-
where near the normal commer-
cial air routes and no Air Foree
planes were in the vieinity! All
| pilots were ordered to stand by
while radar technicians watén-
¢d the tiny signal move acros:
Lhe screen toward the field!

As the pilots waited in their
planes for the intruder to &ap-
pear, the tension grew with
cvery second! Perhaps this war
ty» he the spark that would set
ofT the third world war; per-
haps it was some super Rus-
sian jet carrying some horrible
weapon for the destruction of
the [llnitm] States! Perhaps this
was it}

Suddenly from the west it
wppeared! The pilots turned
their eyes skyward as it ghot
overhead! 1t was a disc! Blur

grey in colour, it travelled
soundlessly, and left no va-
pour traill

Captain Thomas Mantel], a
fighter pilot with the U.8. Air
Force, swung his plane on to
the airstrip and !gullud foreward,
Soon he was airborne, and with
throttle wide open he roared
m pursuit of the strange eraft!
A few minutes later his first
rudio report was received;
had sighted the stranger, and
was jn fast pursuit, gaining rap-
idly!

“I'm closer now,” he said at
. AT e ama it aunits blain.
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“I'm closer NOW, ne ssu
last “I can see it quite plain-
ly: It's made of metal, and
it's a tremendous size!”

Mantell went on to report|

his speed, and that he was now
climbing. At 15,000 feet his
rpeed was approximately 350
miles an hour, and he was dir-
ectly below the object. Man-
tell’s voice broke through the
screaming atmospherics again,
“] am- going in for a better
look!" Suddenly the radio fell
silent, Mantell did not re-estab- |
lish contact. They found his
plane scattered miles of the
Kentucky countrwside! Man-
tell remnins the first and last
man to chase a flying saucer!
. ANl this happened in 1047,
when saucer reports Wwere at
their peak, since then hundreds
of reports have turned to
thousands, whil¢ repors vl
.nee came from US.A. only,
now cover the entire globe!
Since 1947 a Flying Saucer In- |
vestigation Committee has heen
et up in the United States Lo
deal with the flood of reports
that deluge Army, Navy, Air-
force and Government authori-
ties!

Flying saucer reports are not
exelgsive to this cragy post war
world, for even as far back as
1882 an English astronomer E.
Walther Maunder rted, “a
strange celestial vis or” On
17, 1882, Maunder
was watching an surora die,
after a violent magnetic storm.
auddenly “A great circular disk

of nish light appeared in
the ﬁ! Smoothly it moved

from horizon to horizos, tak-
ing about two minutes ih trmr-
sit. It's round initial appear-
ance was probably due to fore-
shortening,” Maunder contin-
tighen it croased the me-
yidian and passed just abovu
the moon, its form was
of an elongated :llifpu. Various
observers spoke of it as, cigar

shaped, like a to o, Or &
ewindla ar ahuttle!”  *Its height
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spindle or shuttle!” *lts hni:hh]
was estimated as 133 miles, its
cpeed as 10 miles per second,
much slower than the average
of bolides.” (Bolides are giant
meteorie churfks of stone or nie-
kel-iron whose speeds have
Leen clocked as high as 50 miles

per second). Maunder's ac-
count of his “celestial visitor,’
certainly resembles reports of
mnore recent Yyears. he next
veport on record comes from
American newuplrn in 1897.
Late in March of that year
U.S. newspapers from coast to
coast gave front-page Space to
¢ huge, cigar-sha “air-ship"
supposed to be eruising around
Chicage. Then from California
came the description of =&
“cigar-shaped objéct, with o
motive power, cartainly not
steam;" it was first reported
from Sacremento, then Denver.
Colorado. On March 20, ac-
cording to the New York Her-
ald, the same object was seen
“hy a majority of the residents
o1 Omaha, Nebraska.” "It was
the shape of a bright light, too
hig for a balloon.” The New
York Sun stated that Kansas
City trolley cars stopped, and
coon the whole population was
watching it from the street and
voof-tops. “The light,” the
newspaper went on was, ‘‘as
great as that produced by
twenty stars."

Stories poured into the Chi-
cago Tribune, "Iltguuhh ci-
tizens (of Eldora, lowa) say
they observed the ﬂi ntic air-
ship. One man said it resemb-
led an immense bird of polished
 silver.” In Milwaukee “thous-
'ands of people saw it. The ma-
chine floated over the city un-
til it reached directly over the

light was suspended from a
large, dark, oval shaped body."”

Another report came from
the British barque “Lady of the
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the British barque “Lady of the
Lake” in 1870. Just before
nightfall on March 22, 1870,
the vessel was moving in mid
Atlantic, a few degrees over the

defined.
sgainst the wind, turned
right a
the wi
down

supposed witnesses in the Unit-
¢d States in recent years.

The final reports come from.
un American naval Lt., Frank
Schofield who reported the af-
| fair of three meteors sighted on
| February 28, 1904. He claim-
| ¢d. “the leading meteor, which
hud the area of about six suns,
was egg shaped. The smaller
seemed round. They appeared
to be travelling in echelon, and
=0 continued as lun%u in sight,
The subsequent flight away
from the surface appear most
vemarkable,”” The other report
came from Canada, across part
of the United States to DBer-
mwda. Right across this area,
people reported sighting flights
of “furnace-red bodies” which
emerged from the horizon in V
Zazmating tonk & nerfectlv
horizontal path, and “simply
disappeared in the distance ™
It was later reported, “many|
vhservers compared them wilg-
a fleet of arships with IinhL-!
on either side and foreward and |
uft: nothars likened them tu!
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uft: others likened them
great battleshi

attended by
cruisers and

estroyers.” In

1932 after many years research

into strange reports Charles H.
Fort conecluded that super-

to |

creatures from somewhere in
space have been visiting our
Earth for centuries. Whether
his theory is right or not the
ald reports he investigated cer-
tainly resemble the stories we

read in our newspapers from
day to day.

Today the term "“flying sau-
cer” has been accepted as a
art of everyday life, yet it still
Lna not heen secientifically prov-
ed or excepted! Humernual
theeries have been presented,]
but none have been satisfac-
tory. U.8. Naval authorities
claimed they were weather bal-
loons used to determine long
range forecasts, other experts|
vere firmly convinced theyl
were Russian or American jet
planes. An American journa-
list even wrote a boeok, in
which he made the startling
i tatements that he knew what
they were, and their origin! He
then went on to tell his story
of how these fantastic objects
came from outer space, control- |
led by “super bee's,” ants and |
other insects with brains far
cuperior to human beings! Al-|
though generally considered un-
founded bunk, his theories were
nevertheless quite interesting!

At various times newspapers
have published actual photo-
graphs of flying saucers, the
hest coming from Brazil, where
two newspaper reporlers saw
gnd photographed a flying disc
over the remote district of Ilha
dos Amores. Another group of
shotographs came from a six-
teen vear old vouth in Nevada.
This series of photographs re-
vealed the mysterious saucer in
very different circumstances,
this time there was an entire
flight of saucers all flying in

narfast farmatinn Thev an.'
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NIENT O SAUCETS Al NYME
perfect formation. They ap-
peared on the film as so man)
small lights speeding across the
sky in a geometrical formation.
The youth said he had taken
the stills from his backyard late '
one night. He also claimed they
made quite regular appearaices

at night. Observers wern{
prompted to k‘:r a night long!
vigil with the . True to his

word the lights did appear, and
none of the watchers could ex-
plain them adequately!

Saucer reports are not re-
stricted to the United States,
thev_have heen _sighted in Can-
ada, B?hnd. France, Germany
Italy, Brazil, South’ Africa an
ceven Australia! Most of the
reports received have been sim-
ilar in their deseription, even
to small details witheld by au-
thorities lplp‘e:'red in many new
reporta! year the ve
conservative R.A.F. rel
an account of two jet pilota who
-#hu-j [ lylns::hmr over the

orth Sea. pilots gave
chase to the saucer but it shot
away from them at such a
speed that it left the two pilots
in their Vampire jets hanging|
in space as if stationary!

In Australia, airline pilots on
the routine flight to Rrishane
*eported seeing a strange air.
craft, “shaped like a cigar." In!

Qydney, 11 ex-servicemen and
17 other péople reported seeing
“a luminous ecigar-shaped air-
craft,"” over the Northern sub-
urhs soon after 6§ p.m., May 6,
1352, Recently reports of
strange objects “‘shaped like
vigars'” have been received from

ahroonga and Taree. An en.
gineer famiiar to jet aircraft
sighted the Wahroonga mystery
ut 6.10 pom. on July 15. He
«aid, “the object was travelling
in a straight line from west to
cast, and disappeared sea-
ward. The yellow light it car-

il i bhess aw lasne Haas as
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ward. The yellow light it car-
1ied was threg or four times as
big as that of a jet exhaust at
such an altitude, and the speed
of the object was about three
or four times that of o jet/
the engineer concluded,

A Taree report on the same |
day claimed residents saw =
cigar-shaped object travelling at
a “terrific speed” just before
dusk. Both these reports baf-
fled R.A.AF. experts who said
that all jet aireraft were out
uf the sky h, 4 pm.! .,

Residents of Batlow (N.S.W.)

re?ort,cd nting . balloon like,
spinning objects which were
luminous appeared seven

times between May 18 and Julv
8 of this year, The objects
were high in the sky, and glow-
¢d red as they moved backward:
and forwards at high speed!

These reports hring the Aying
saucer mystery very ciose lui
home, indeed! ~

In 10562, two scientists at a|
Government research station
at Malvern Hills, England, re-
orted seeing “a strange circu-
ar obhject with a hala,” about
1.30 a.m., May 9. They said
it was about 2,500 feet above
the carth! :

In Washington on July 29,

1962, civil aviation radar nr-
erators reported mysterious ob-
jecte—up to twelve at once—|
on radar screens in the early
hours of the morning. They
appearcd to be travelling from
90 to 150 miles an hour. Ther:
was no official explanation,
Now here is how two reliahle
American airline pilots, Captain
Clarence 8. Chiles and Pilot
John B. Whitted, described
their encounter with a flying
spucer. They were flying over
Montgomery, Alabama. It was
1.4F in the morning—a bright
moonlit night with scattered

clouds. “Suddenly,” reports
Captain Chiles, “‘a  brilliant
fast-moving object appeared

overhead. l':r flashed :inwn t:r-
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overhead. It Aashed down to-|
ward us. We veered to the
left. It veered sharply too. It

pussed mhout 700 feet above us.
The thing was about a hund-
red feet long, cigar-shaped and |
wingless. It was as bright as a |
cmpmeesinm fare  _Iis_exhaust |
was red-orange, flanfing. An

intense glow came from the side

cdge and ran down the entire
length of the fuselage—like a
fluorescent factory light. The,
thing zoomeid into the clouds ut
incredible speed. Tts jet wash
(from its rear fAames) rocked
our Douglas DC-3 airliner.”

That was Captain Chiles' and
Pilot Whitted's signed state-
ment. They were “utterly re-
liable men,” said Captain Ed-
die Rickenbacker.

19562 was a year of constant
saucer reports, one of which
came from a scoutmaster, Mr.
8. J. D-Iﬂll'fdtﬂ of West Palm
Beach, Florida, U.8.A. Des
vergers Investigated flashing
lights on the edge of the Flori-
da everglades. He claimed he
found an object 10 feet high,
30 feet wide, shaped like a
rubber ball. As he approached,
the nb!ut shot “a ball of fire
at him," singing his hair! Scouts
with Desvergers said they saw
him fall down after a “reddish.
white ball of fire, like a Roman
flnﬂ!l came down from the
iky!

esvergers said later, that
he and high ranking Washing-
ton officials were “‘substaptial-
ly" in agreement on what the
object was, but he refused to
say more!

The most amusing report of
them all ecame from Rarcine.
Wisconsin, US A, The loew
Journal-Times af that tpwn re
ported that a Racine man tola
the story of a “mammoth space

ship” which did not land on
his farm. In an interview with

u reporter the eyewitness gave

b
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u reporter the eyewitness gave,
the following account: “I T:t
out of bed and raised the win-
| dow_shade. Suddenly it dawn-
od on me that I eouldn’t hear or l
ree a thing unusual outside.
There was no ur-.;.lli'uin: crash i
nor any blindin h of light.
looking toward the Nort il
vould see no sign of a circular
¢ha space ship about 60 feet
n dinmeter. It would have becn
about 14 feet high, 1 figure, if
1 had seen it!

Pulling the shade down?
quickl{, I climbed back into
bed. could see right off that
no one would belicve me, any-
how, so I'm not going to tell a
l:aings sl anvthing about t!"

While these and similar re-|
ports continue to pour in from
a1l over the world, there is still
no really tangible proof of their
¢xistence. Nothing has been
veientifically proved, althpugl
“flying saucers” have een
scientificallyy considered for
cight years at least.

The most important contri-
bution toward final preof of
their existence are the photo-
graphs taken by two newspaper
reporters in the Ilha dos Amores
Jdistriet of Brazil. The two men,
Ed Keffel and Joao Martins
were doing an illustrated fea-
ture for their paper “0O Cru-
seio” in May 1962, It was
ahout 4 o'clock in the after-
noon when a strange aireraft
shot into view from behind &
hill. One of the men auto-
matically lifted his camera ani
took s picture, Both men re-
alised that was no ordinary air-
craft: in the first place it was
a disc! Completely forgetting
the original assignment, the
two men rushed back to their
Affice in Rio de Janeiro and de-
vwloped their flm. Brazilian
and American experts were call-
ed in to examine the prints,
They could offer no explann -
tion. but they were convinced
that the pictures were authen-
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that the pictures were authen-
tic' The U.S. Military Attache
in Washington, Colonel Hughes
was among the first to examine
the precious pietures, and at his
request, copies were sent to

Washington! Keffel and Mar-
t'ns said the strange craft was
about 3,000 feet up, and twice
the size of a Douglas DC-3
transport plane.

Flying toward them, the ob.
jeet looked like an ordinary
plane head-on, but flying side-
ways. At one point in its
brief appearance, the craft ap-
peared to slow down and drop
w little. As it banked the
watchers had a brief glimpse of
a dome on top, smooth contours
end terrific specd?’

The pictures taken by Keffel
wnd Marting were proven au
thentic, the negatives had not
been tampered with, and were
vouehed for by all the experts
t.‘tn saw them. Also the saucer
n the pictures was identiteal
tn eye-witness accounts of them
from different parts of the
world.

(The concluding portion of
this article in which Mr. Mc-
Donald sums up the question
of whether flying saucers exisc
will be published in next issue).
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